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Welcome 2020, 
Welcome to Komodo Island

It is truly an encouraging news that after a year or so we 
have been made without certainty whether by 2020 Ko-
modo Island will be closed or not. The polemic was finally 
answered that the Komodo Island would not be closed in 
2020. Of course this is an encouraging news for the per-
petrators of tourism as well as the people who lived in Ko-
modo Island. Nevertheless the Government continous to 
try to regulate tourism in the Komodo National Park. Two 
things to consider are between tourism and conservation.

In a meeting between Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs, Luhut Binsar Pan-
djaitan, Minister of  Forestry and the Environment (LHK) Siti Nurbaya Bakar, Tourism 
Minister Arief Yahya and East Nusa Tenggara Govenor Victor Laiskodat agreed that the 
government wanted to devide the tourist areas in the Komodo Island National Park. 
Later, the National Park will be devided into premium and mass tourism areas.

“Handling tourism, we agreed that we will arrange the National Park tourism area, 
which is mass tourism and premium, which are special and limited,” said Siti. Of course 
this is a wise solution. This division is done so that the National Park can continue to 
carry out its conservation functions. And in the other hand, the tourism industry con-
tinues to run.

Govenor Victor Bungtilu Laiskodat also stressed that the Komodo Island is really a 
limited conservation area and shows the value of authenticy and uniqueness of the 
Island of Komodo. Regarding the Island of Komodo itself is stressed that will not be 
closed.  Later, the tourism will be made limited and premium.

“ Yes, tourism is alive if the conservation is good, The Komodo Island will be limited 
and premium”,said East Nusa Tenggara Govenor,Laiskodat. For the people in East Nusa 
Tenggara this is certainly encouraging news because Komodo dragons will be the only 
tourism assets that are managed sustainably while still maintaining the preservation of 
Komodo dragons in their natural habitat. Hopefully, when developing into premium 
tourism, it still provides maximum results for prosperity.(*)
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Following months of media speculation, 
the Governor of East Nusa Tenggara 
(NTT) has confirmed several changes 

to the management structure and entry 
requirements for Komodo National Park. 
This includes a new payment mechanism, 
allowing visitors to make a more meaningful 
contribution to on-going conservation 
efforts in one of the world’s most important 
wild ecosystems. 

This year, administrative responsibility 
for Komodo National Park has been passed 
from the Indonesian Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forestry (KLHK) to the NTT Gov-
ernment, meaning the park and its wildlife 
will benefit from more rigorous, round-the-
clock protection and monitoring by a local 
government body.

According to Mr. Viktor Bungtilu 
Laiskodat, who is Governor of NTT, all 
visitors to Komodo National Park will soon 
be required to pay a single entrance fee of 
US$1,000. This one-time payment will pro-
vide tourists with a special membership card 
that grants access to all islands of Komodo 
National Park. Valid for one year, this multi-
entry permit lets the holder ‘go anywhere, 
anytime’. The new conservation patron 
scheme is designed to provide visitors with 
greater access to the park and its animals, 
while also facilitating more natural wildlife 
encounters, encouraging return visits and 
promoting international investment in the 

park’s preservation. The new entrance fees 
will come into effect from 1st January, 2021.

Donations to the new entry fee system 
will be channelled directly into conserva-
tion projects in Komodo National Park. This 
includes tree planting and habitat expan-
sion; protection and monitoring of Komodo 
dragons’ prey species; development of 
tourism facilities, including a new visitors’ 
centre; educational resources; and develop-
ment projects for local communities living 
within the park. By purchasing the new card, 
tourists will be able to show they care for the 
park’s animals and its people.  

Visitors who are unable to pay the new 
annual entry fee, but still want to see 
Komodo Dragons in the wild, will be able to 
do so by visiting Rinca Island, where the ex-
isting entrance fees will remain unchanged 
and wild populations of the world’s largest 
lizard continue to roam free. Access to all 
other areas within the park – both land and 
sea -will be reserved for tourists who have 
purchased the new conservation patron 
card.  

 According to government data, over 
10,000 tourists visit Komodo National Park 
every month. Of these visitors, 95% are 
foreigners. KLHK had previously outlined 
plans to limit the number of tourists granted 
access to Komodo Island, over concerns 
that the influx was putting pressure on the 
environment and endangering the dragons’ 

natural habitat. A maximum of 50,000 cards 
will be printed each year, ensuring that all 
visitors to Komodo National Park have a 
positive impact on the wildlife they have 
come to see. This symbiosis between visitor 
and attraction has been conceived by the 
NTT Government in order to strike a balance 
between environmental concerns and the 
growing demands of international tourism 
at the park.

About Komodo National Park
Located within the Lesser Sunda Islands 

in East Nusa Tenggara, Komodo National 
Park is made up of three large islands - 
Komodo, Rinca and Padar – along with 26 
smaller ones. The park covers a total area of 
1,733 km2 (of which 603 km2 is on land) 
and was first founded in 1980 specifically to 
protect the Komodo dragon, as this is the 
only place in the world where they can be 
found. The park’s protected status was later 
expanded to include various marine species 
and was officially declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1991.

For more information relating to this press 
release, please contact: 

Mr. Rocky WP Pekudjawang | Chairman of 
East Nusa Tenggara Promotion Board

T: +62 812 3811 616   |   E: rocky@
exotic-ntt.com 

Komodo National Park: 
New Conservation Patron Card Confirmed
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The Joyful of Christmas with 
Aston Kuta Hotel & Residence

Having a wonderful Christmas 
celebration on the island of Gods 
with Aston Kuta Hotel & Residence 

to bring home a wonderous memory 
along the December. The festive season 
is perfectly captured in Sugar & Spice 
Restaurants with an abundant selection 
of unique festive delights, caroling, 
classy festive hampers, astonishing hotel 
decor and appearance by Santa Claus on 
Christmas Eve and Day.

The dinner feast on Christmas Eve 
offers a mouthwatering Roast Turkey with 
variant sauces, sweet stations, hot canapé 

stations, salads, bread station, live cook-
ing pasta and special Christmas desserts 
that will tantalize for IDR 250,000 ++ per 
person. Invites all your families to cher-
ish in the joy of Christmas Day with our 
Christmas Brunch, offering various patis-
series, salads, chicken cordon bleu, baked 
beef lasagna, and many more by voucher 
worth IDR 100,000 nett per person. 
Special visitation from Santa Claus will be 
the perfect way to kick off the Christmas 
Festive.

“Christmas is a chance for us to spend 
some quality time with our loved ones. 

We hope that through both of this special 
event, it could give the memorable time 
of the festivities,” said Rianty Gumelar, 
Marketing Communication of Aston Kuta 
Hotel & Residence.

Let the Christmas Season this year be 
filled with togetherness and warmth with 
delicious dining offerings and spectacu-
lar decorations at Aston Kuta Hotel & 
Residence. For further information and 
reservations, visit our website at kuta.
astonhotelsinternational.com or contact 
our through WhatsApp at +62 818 0588 
5888.
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Aston Denpasar Hotel & Convention 
Center  Christmas Tree Decoration 
Made From 200 Used Gallons

Christmas trees are one of the great 
decorations to put up for the holiday 
spirit. It’s a ritual to be set up with 

any kind of ornaments, lights, wreaths, 
inflatable and treasured objects for 
Christmas.

But have you ever wondered what 
kinds of Christmas decoration materials 
that Aston Denpasar Hotel & Convention  
Center used? Recycled one! Yes, according 
to their General Manager, Sony Bambang 
Suryo “This is the 4th year for us to utilize 
the recycled materials to create an awe-
some Christmas Tree on our main lobby, 
and this year, we use 200 gallons of juices 
with 5 liter size each. It only takes less than 
a month to collect those gallons, because 
every day, we serve the chilled juice for our 

in-house guest’s breakfast buffet, thus the 
used gallons are transformed into a Christ-
mas tree as you can see now. And the 
snowman itself made from 50 defect bed 
sheets. On the first day, we have installed 
it, it becomes one of our guests’ favorite 
selfie and wefie corner.”

Furthermore, to complete the annual 
event, the hotel will be expresses their 
caring with each other by donating some 
cash and children’s needs to Eben Haezer 
Orphanage which located on Jalan Wirastya 
III, Sidakarya, Denpasar on December 17, 
2019.

Last but not least, Aston Denpasar 
Hotel & Convention Center also offers a 
New Year’s Eve gala dinner with its theme 
Colorful Indonesia. The promotion is 

offering a wide array of cone-shaped rice 
with its condiments, such as Nasi Tumpeng 
Kuning with its ayam goreng serundeng, 
udang pedas santan, satay ikan, and etc. 
Nasi Tumpeng Beras Merah with its csripy 
duck, kerang bakar jahe manis, satay ayam, 
sambal goreng hati ayam, and etc. Nasi 
Tumpeng Hijau with its ayam cabai hijau, 
cumi saus padang, satay padang, satay 
udang, and etc. Nasi Uduk with its bistik 
sapi, ikan dori goreng, satay hati & ampela, 
and etc.  The dessert paradise of traditional 
light meal feast that you can enjoy while 
waiting for the countdown. It priced Rp 
200.000 net/ pax and inclusive photo-
booth, entertainment, and door prizes. The 
promotion is valid on 31 December 2019 
from 06.00-10.00pm.

Reserve your table to ensure you save 
a seat for you and your family by direct 
booking at 0361-411999 or through their 
social media Facebook @Aston Denpasar 
Hotel & Convention Center or Instagram @
AstonDenpasar.



12 | Paradiso December, 2019

Event

The REnextop Asian Surfing Tour 
Celebrates Event Winners and 2019 
Series Champions at Cherating Beach with 
Surf Off’s in Two Divisions to End the Year 

Cherating, Pahang, Malaysia:  The 
final event of the 2019 RAST season 
wrapped up yesterday at Malaysia’s 

Cherating Beach in a day full of drama and 
excitement in the quest to select and crown 
event winners and 2019 Series Champions, 
with two surf off’s required in two divisions 
to determine champions, then a night full of 
partying to celebrate Japan’s Natsumi Taoka 
earning her 2nd consecutive RAST Women’s 
Longboard Championship win, while Brazil’s 
Hayanna Iguchi (Women’s Shortboard), 
Bali’s Rio Waida (Men’s Shortboard), and 
Masaya Tsukamoto from Japan posted their 
first RAST Series Championship victories, 
together with RAST #3 event winners 
Kusuma Rai (IDN) in Men’s Shortboard, 
Hayanna Iguchi in Women’s Shortboard, 
Masaya Tsukamoto in the Men’s Longboard, 
and Hawaii’s Mahina Akaka in the Women’s 
Longboard Division.

Luckily the weather and the waves coop-
erated with much better conditions for the 
final day of the event, with only intermittent 
showers, a few rays of sunshine, and fun 
2-3 foot waves for the majority of the day’s 

competition.
The Men’s Shortboard Quarterfinals 

started the day with tensions high as the 
Men’s Shortboard championship race was 
very tight with Rio Waida, Mega Artana and 
Dhanny Widianto all having a chance to grab 
the championship title and the extra $1000 
in cash if the cards fell their way. 

Rio proceeded to knock out Mega in 
their quarterfinal matchup, but Dhanny also 
advanced into the Semifinals, then Rio was 
knocked out by Ketut Agus and Dhanny 
bested by first time RAST competitor Ku-
suma Rai, which resulted in a tie total score 
between Mega and Rio as each had a win 
and a semifinal finish, thus requiring a surf 
off after all the finals were run. 

In the surf off Rio left nothing to chance 
as he was still smarting from his semifinal 
loss, so went to work on his backhand to 
post a couple of 7 point waves to take the 
lead, with Mega playing catchup with a pair 
of 6’s and in the end needing an 8.48 to 
best Rio.

“I was so bummed after I lost in the 
semifinal,” said Rio.  “Ketut is so good and 

one of my usual rivals so I knew it would 
be hard, but it was still really tough to lose 
in the semi’s especially since I know if I got 
into the final I would win the championship” 
he added. 

When asked about his getting a second 
chance at the end of the event for the cham-
pionship he replied, “In the surf off I was 
determined to not make any mistakes like I 
did in the semi’s, but being against Mega it’s 
hard to beat him twice in one day, espe-
cially because he could do aerials on his 
forehand and I don’t have a good backside 
air, so it was never going to be easy.  But I 
kept focusing on getting the best waves and 
sticking to my game plan, and I’m so stoked 
now that I got the championship.  I didn’t 
get to win the event, but I got the champion-
ship so that’s a great way to end my year.”

2018 Women’s Longboard Champion 
Natsumi Taoka from Japan was also in  a surf 
off with Dhea Natasya in her effort to win 
her 2nd RAST title, as although she bested 
Dhea in the semifinals, she lost to Mahina 
Akaka from Hawaii in the final.  Both Dhea 
and Natsumi had event wins coming into 
the Cherating event but Dhea had a runner 
up finish as a backup, so when Natsumi 
lost in the final, both had equal points thus 
forcing the surf off.  In the surf off, it was the 
WSL World Longboard Championship tour 
competitor Natsumi that was more in tune 
with the waves and came back to the beach 
with her second RAST Women’s Longboard 
title.

When asked how she felt after the surf 
off, Natsumi replied, “ I’m so happy to get 
this championship two times now in the 
REnextop series, and I always have so much 
fun here. When I arrived here this year 
everyone said ‘Welcome back to Malay-
sia”, which made me feel so good and so 
welcome.  It’s such a great place and I can’t 
wait to come back again next year!”

The Women’s Longboard Division winner 
was Mahina Akaka from Hawaii, a first time 
RAST competitor who also competes with 
Natsumi on the WSL World Longboard 
Championship tour, who found Cherating 
to be very much to her liking. “I’m absolutely 
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stoked to be here, as the people are so wel-
coming and nice, the food is amazing and 
the waves are absolutely perfect!  It can’t get 
much better than this!” said Mahina.

When asked how she came to join the 
event she explained, “After Taiwan I went to 
Japan and found that some Japanese and 
Taiwanese surfers were going to Malaysia, 
and they said ‘come with us, the whole crew 
is going.’ So my mom agreed I could come, 
and I’m always down for new places and 
new experiences, so here I am.”

And she was very stoked with the waves 
saying, “It’s super similar to Noosa, a little 
longer and it goes left of course, but out of 
10 I’d say it’s an 8.5 at least maybe even a 
9.  I absolutely love lefts, and even though 
I’m a regular, I will always take a left over 
a right.  It’s like my dream wave, so I’m so 
stoked to have come here!

In the Women’s Shortboard Division 
RAST #1 winner Hayanna Iguchi (Brazil/Bali) 
had to go head to head with RAST #2 winner 
Dhea Natasya (Bali), who was also runner 
up in RAST #1.  So it was an all or nothing 
battle for Hayanna, who found the Cherating 
wave a perfect playing field for her powerful 
backside surfing and handily won the final.  
Back on the beach after the horn sounded, 
she couldn’t believe she won the champion-
ship also and couldn’t say enough about the 
fun waves.

“Oh my god, I can’t believe I just won 
the event, and  I didn’t even know or think 
about the championship until I was told 
about it just now!  I’m so ecstatic, happy, 
surprised and everything else.  The waves 
were so much fun, it was like having a free-
surf during my heats, so I was so relaxed.  
With two surfers in the water and waves like 
this, it was epic!” she exclaimed. 

When she was asked about why she came 
to join the event she answered, “I did the 
Bali RAST comp and it was lots of fun with a 
great vibe, and I’ve never been to Malaysia 
so thought it would be great time to come 
up and join this event with my brother Kian.  

I’m so glad I did and I’ll definitely be back 
for a freesurf next time, as I hear there are 
other good waves around also.”

In the Men’s Longboard Division it was an 
all Japanese affair in the final with the power-
ful and critical surfing of RAST #1 winner 
Masaya Tsukamoto up against the entertain-
ing and varied style of newcomer Tata Inoue.  
Tata was surfing with an injured foot and 
mada a ereat effort, but was overpowered 
by a charging Masaya who won both the 
event and his first RAST Men’s Longboard 
Championship. 

A big thanks goes out to the Safari X team 
and the Cherating Boys for all their hard 
work setting up and all during the event, 
dealing with the inclement weather condi-
tions and providing support wherever it was 
needed.

Lillian Chen, the CEO of REnextop, had 
this message for all involved in the RAST se-
ries and specifically in Cherating:  “On behalf 
of REnextop and the ASC, I want to thank 
Safari X as our local partner and the Cherat-
ing Boys as our hosts, and of course all the 
surfers that participated in this final RAST 
event of the year and all the RAST events.  

It’s been another great year for us, our 3rd 
year now, and we hope to have another 
great and even better series next year in 
more locations and with a bit more advance 
notice so more surfers can plan to attend.  
We really appreciate everyone’s support, 
and this has been such a great event and 
location for us to crown our champions.  
Wishing all the best to everyone and see 
you again in 2020!

RAST 2019 Champions
Rio Waida (IDN) – Men’s Shortboard
Hayanna Iguchi (BRA) - Women’s Short-
board
Masaya Tsukamoto (JPN) – Men’s Long-
board
Natsumi Taoka (JPN) – Women’s Longboard

  

RAST 3 Contest Results
Men’s Shortboard
1st – Kusuma Rai (IDN)
2nd – Ketut Agus (IDN)
3rd – Rio Waida (IDN)
3rd – Dhanny Widianto (IDN)

Women’s Shortboard
1st – Hayanna Iguchi (BRA)
2nd – Dhea Natasya (IDN)
3rd – Diah Rahayu Dewi (IDN)
3rd – Ketut Tia (IDN)

Men’s Longboard
1st – Masaya Tsukamoto (JPN)
2nd – Taka Inoue (JPN)
3rd – Didaqt (MYS)
3rd – Dean Permana (IDN)

Women’s Longboard
1st – Mahina Akaka (HAW)
2nd – Natsumi Taoka (JPN)
3rd – Dhea Natasya (IDN)
3rd – Ami Kimazoe (JPN)
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Alaya Resort Ubud’s Bartender & 
Barista Rewarded for Their Talents

Ubud Hotel Association recently 
hosted the Ubud Chef & Latte Art 
Competition at Bebek Mebaris 

Tourism Village, Peliatan, Ubud on Friday, 
6th December 2019. The event attracted 
baristas and coffee loving folk from all over 
Bali as participants showcased the fine art 
of pouring a perfect latte. The competi-
tion was judged on design, precision and 
cleanliness. 

Coffee friends from all over the island 
gathered to compete and share a few 
laughs over some pretty decent lattes. The 
event was open to the public and there 
was lots of local talent on display. Our 
very own barista, the artistic I Wayan Agus 
Setiawan from Manisan Bali, represented 
Alaya Resort Ubud where he was declared 
first-place winner.

Similarly, Alaya Resort Ubud also did well 

in the recent Ubud Art of Cocktail Compe-
tition held at Sthala a Tribute Portfolio Hotel 
Ubud Bali on Friday, 13th of December 
2019. Our resident bartender, Putu Merta, 
made us all proud by bringing home a 
third-place win. 

As a platform for both amateur and 
professional bar staff to showcase their cre-
ative expertise, this competition was held 
specifically for bartenders in the Ubud area. 
The aim of the event was to introduce the 
art of Flair Bartending to Ubud and encour-
age a new generation of bar staff to learn 
more about cocktails. It was supported by 
the Ubud Food & Beverage Community 
(UFBC), a relatively new organisation that 
was founded last year. They are working to 
advance the perception of bartending as a 
potential career prospect and improve the 
quality of bartenders in Ubud. 

Ubud is one of Bali’s favourite travel des-
tinations. Therefore, local tourism leaders 
are striving to revamp and improve certain 
aspects of Ubud’s hospitality sector. Al-
though culture is a huge drawcard for many 
visitors, there is also a growing segment of 
food lovers who appreciate everything that 
is being done to create a vibrant culinary 
scene.
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New Year's Day Brunch By The Beach

The first day of 2020 should be spent leisurely, and what better way to spend it 
than a beachfront brunch? Take your friends or families to Pizzaria’s New Year’s Day 
brunch accompanied by soothing tunes of live acoustic from 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM.

Our brunch package details:
Brunch with non-alcoholic drinks IDR 550k++ per adult (children between 6 – 12 yo 

get half price at IDR 275k++)
includes food buffet, 1 glass of welcome drink and free flow of non-alcoholic drinks 

(juices and soft drinks)
Upgrade your beverage package with additional IDR 600k++ and enjoy below items:
free flow of selected beers, cocktails, red wines, white wines, sparkling wine, fresh 

coconut and non-alcoholic drinks
For information and booking, please contact us at +62 361 28 1234 or DPSBL-F&B.

Reservation@hyatt.com
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D-EDGE & DAILYPOINT 
Announce a Strategic Partnership 

D-EDGE- part of the Accor Group- 
and dailypoint™ are pleased 
to announce a global strategic 

partnership combining the CRS of 
D-EDGE, one of the leading providers of 
digital solutions for hotels, with the CRM 
and guest data management platform of 
dailypoint™.

With technology playing an increas-
ingly critical role in the hospitality busi-
ness, hoteliers are accordingly seeking 
all-in-one tech solutions that cover the 
entire range of their technological needs. 
The D-EDGE-dailypoint™ partnership is a 
great step in that direction, providing the 
market with one solution combining CRS 
and CRM. This move is highly impactful 
and beneficial for hoteliers as CRM has 
become the reference system for guest 

management over the past few years, as 
a recent h2c study (1) shows:

PC Grob, CEO of D-EDGE (previously 
Availpro Fastbooking) comments "This 
promising partnership between D-EDGE, 
a leading CRS provider, and dailypoint™ 
a leading Guest Data Management 
solution, is a major step forward in our 
strategy to simplify the complexity of 
technology for hoteliers so they can 
focus on their guests. It will materialise in 
a Guest Data Management solution fully 
integrated in our CRS that will enable 
our worldwide customer base to manage 
the entire guest journey and signifi-
cantly improve their business thanks to 
a personalised and efficient guest data 
management. "

Michael Toedt CEO of dailypoint™ 

(TS&C) adds: "CRM is becoming central 
for hoteliers, but hoteliers need to be 
diligent when selecting one. Today, 
even with a CRM solution 56% of 
hotel companies still need to clean data 
manually (1). Not with dailypoint™! We 
have developed a unique expertise on 
how to build a central guest profile, 
fully automated, which uses the most 
sophisticated cleansing algorithms in 
the industry. On top of that, specific AI 
(Artificial Intelligence) processes create 
unique guest insights that are available at 
all touchpoints. I am happy that thanks 
to this partnership a larger audience will 
have access to it."

As an indication of commitment to the 
partnership D-EDGE has taken a minority 
ownership stake in dailypoint™. 
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The bewitching 
Chinatown of Bandung 
An Oriental Touch in the City of Flowers
Bandung has a new attraction. When 

you happen to visit Bandung, do 
not miss its latest attraction called: 

Bandung Chinatown. Although part of 
the city has always had an area which is 
popular as a busy trading and shopping 
center whose inhabitants are mostly 
of Chinese descent, but now part of 
Bandung's Chinatown has been renovated 
and revitalized giving it a new magnetic 
appeal.

So, if Semarang has its Pasar Semawis, 
and Jakarta has its Glodok area, the lovely 
city of Bandung now also has its own 
oriental touch provided by communities 
of Chinese descent living along the streets 
of Jalan Kelenteng and the adjacent Jalan 
Cibadak. This is where annual rituals such 
as 'Imlek' (the Chinese New Year) and the 
'Cap Go Meh' (the 15th Day of the New 
Year) are centered and celebrated with 
vibrant festivities. Adding to the already 
unique oriental ambience in the area, 
this August 2017, a new attraction has 
been added, which is simply called: "The 

Chinatown". It is a shopping and culinary 
attractiion that in addition gives you an 
authentic feel of an old Chinese settlement 
which also provides a brief overview of 
how the Chinese first came to settle in this 
cool hilltown.

Bandung Chinatown is located not too 
far from the Satya Budhi Temple, the oldest 
and largest Chinese Temple in Bandung 
built in 1896, located at Jalan Kelenteng 
Street No.41. As a matter of fact, the street 
is named after the temple itselfm, which in 
the local language and in Bahasa Indo-
nesia, the word Kelenteng literally means 
Chinese Temple.

Entering Chinatown, you will immediately 
feel as if drawn into the set of a classic 
Jacky Chan or Bruce Lee's Kung Fu film. 
Vibrant colors of red and yellow dominate 
the scene, while distinct Chinese orna-
ments such as lanterns of various shape 
and color, Chinese calligraphies, and the 
soothing melodies of the continuously 
playing traditional Chinese music alto-
gether add to its special ambience. Set 

in a small village-like setting, all buildings 
resemble small traditional ancient Chinese 
houses constructed in great detail. These 
include unplastered brick walls, traditional 
rolling roof tiles and distinct Chinese roof 
decorations, antique wooden windows and 
door frames, and more.

However, what makes this area even 
more special is the assembly of vintage 
and authentic antique household items that 
are placed here as beautiful decoration 
that perfectly fit this nostalgic ambience of 
old Chinatown. From various tea pots and 
thermoses, glass jars of many shapes and 
sizes, antique lamps, vintage bowls and 
plates, unique glasses and cups, antique 
mailboxes, to a variety of steel and wooden 
crates, old bulging television sets with big 
knobs, antique telephones, ironing boards, 
scales, and a whole lot more, these are 
among curios that will definitely give that 
classic Chinese Kung Fu movies vibes.

Honoring the way of life of the early 
generations of Chinese descendants in 
Bandung, a special room called Bandung 
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Chinatown Museum has been set up 
right next to the entrance gate. Here you 
can find neat collections of even more 
various unique vintage items that were 
once actually used by the grandparents or 
even great-great grandparents of today's 
Chinese descendants. Aside from general 
items such as plates, bowls, or glasses, 
and kitchen ware, here you can also find 
antique sewing machines, old radios and 
handy talkies, a classic thermometer, old 
shampoo glass bottles, as well as photo 
collections of personalities who were at the 
time the most popular Chinese celebrities.

Here, among the pile of old Chinese 
books, you can also find a collection of 
what is popularly known as the 'Kho Ping 
Hoo's short novels. These are taken from 
wellknown Chinese Kung Fu stories and 
legends, written by author Asmaraman 
Sukowati or better known as the Kho Ping 
Hoo novels that were once very popular in 
Indonesia, For those who are familiar with 
his works, these short novels will definitely 
bring back sweet memories of olden days.

At this small museum there are also 
infographics placed on the wall that tell the 
brief history of Chinese descendants in 
Bandung. Another infographic highlights 
Chinese culinary delights that have evolved 
not just as Chinese Food but are today 
widely enjoyed by Indonesians in general. 
These daily foods include Bakcang, Bakmi 
(noodles), Bakpao, and Cahkwe. Here, you 
can also learn about Imlek or Chinese New 
Year celebrations along with the tradition 
of giving 'Angpau' or monetary gifts in red 
packets, and a brief description of Barong-
sai or the Chinese Lion Dance.

Aside from its sheer ambience, Chi-
natown Bandung also offers to visitors 
delicious culinary experience. Here, you 
can take one – and plenty more - bites 

from the wide selection of yummy food and 
snacks. Available here are not only Chinese 
food but also of traditional Sundanese 
meals as well as other more 'modern' appe-
tizing snacks. Muslim travelers donot need 
to worry since all food and drinks sold here 
are Halal, containing no pork. While you 
are here, do try and taste some of the deli-
cious Chinese foods such as its dim sum, 
a variety of noodles, and more, as well as 
traditional Sundanese menu such as Nasi 
Timbel, Baso Tahu, and much more.

Chinatown also gives visitors the perfect 
shopping experience. Here, you can 
find shops that sell everything you may 
need from clothing, accessories, house 
decorations, to unique souvenirs. Do 
keep in mind that all transactions here 
are cash-less as payments are in debit or 
credit cards. However, you don't need to 
worry since there are booths that offer you 
e-money cards which you can also top-up 
later.

With the ambience of an authentic 
Chinese village and the nostalgic vibe of 
old Kung Fu movies, Chinatown Bandung 
definitely offers a pleasantly unique atmo-
sphere. Be sure to bring your camera along 
with you for you will definitely want to take 
a lot of pictures. Here you will definitely 
find plenty of 'instagrammable' spots, 
where you may even fool your friends into 
thinking that you are in fact somewhere in 
China.

To get there :

Situated not too far from the heart of 
the city, Chinatown Bandung is easily 
reachable. From the Central Train Station 
of Bandung, the area is actually still within 
a walking distance (a little under 1 km or 
about 8-12 minutes' walk). However, after 
stepping off the train do make sure to head 
south and exit via the southern station 
which was actually the original station that 
still retains its art deco architecture until 
now. From there walk past the public trans-
port terminal until you reach jalan Kebon 
Jati. From there, head West (against on-
coming traffic) until you find the street sign 
that says Jalan Kelenteng on your left. Turn 
left and you are in Chinatown Bandung.

From Alun-alun, or Bandung's City 
Square, Chinatown Bandung is about 2 
Km. From there, just follow the road along 
jalan Asia-Afrika and the adjacent Jalan 
Sudirman until you see the streetsign say-
ing Jalan Kelenteng on your right. Turn right 
and you will find Chinatown Bandung. If 
you take a rented car or motorcycle to get 
here, be advised that parking is going to 
be a bit tricky since there are no dedicated 
parking lots and you need to park your car 
or motorcycles on the side of the street. 
(Andi Muhaimin)
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Banyuwangi
Banyuwangi literally means Aromatic 

Water, which is associated with 
the local legend. Being the east-

most city on Java, this is where the dawn 
first rises in the morning throwing its 
welcoming rays over Java, this lush green 
but also a most densely populated island. 
Banyuwangi Regency extends over an area 
of 5,800 square km, comprising southern 
beaches brushed by the Indian Ocean, to 
impressive Mt Raung that stands at 3,282 
meters and Mt Merapi at 2,800 meters 
above sea level.

Eastern Haven

The town of Banyuwangi is the gateway 
to your explorations to watch wild animals 
roam freely in the reserve of Alas Purwo, 
the oldest game reserve on Java, go trek-
king through the savannah of Baluran, or 
find secluded and untouched beaches 
at Pulau Merah or G-Land, and travel to 
Sukamade Beach where turtles come to 
hatch their eggs. Mountain climbers can 
hike up from Banyuwangi to the stunning 
Ijen Crater and be amazed by blue flames 

that spring out among the yellow sulfurous 
rocks, cut and gathered manually by tradi-
tional miners.

Get Here

To visit the many attractions around 
Banyuwangi it is best to rent a car at the 
airport or through your hotel or travel 
agent. Best make sure to have a sturdy and 
comfortable vehicle especially when you 
plan to visit mountain regions or savannah, 
although generally speaking, roads around 
here are good.

If you wish to travel overland from Bali, 
catch the ferry at Gilimanuk port, on the 

western tip of Bali which sails to the port 
of Ketapang at Banyuwangi. You can of 
course, also travel by car from Surabaya or 
any other large city in East Java to Banyu-
wangi.  

Indonesia’s second largest city, Surabaya 
is connected directly from abroad by a 
number of international airlines. You can 
then connect on Garuda Indonesia or Lion 
Air flights from Surabaya to Banyuwangi’s 
Blimbingsari Airport. There are also daily 
flights from Bali to Banyuwangi.

The city of Banyuwangi is located around 
239 km east of Surabaya, capital of the 
province of East Java. You can travel to 
Banyuwangi by car or by train.
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4 Things to Do in Banyuwangi that 
Will Make Your Trip Unforgettable

For most Indonesians and some 
foreigners, Banyuwangi is known 
as a stopover when traveling to the 

heavenly Island of the Gods, Bali. Little do 
they know, Banyuwangi holds more than a 
few hidden gems of its own just waiting to 
be uncovered.

Located to the eastern tip of Java, 
Banyuwangi is a good base for exploring 
some of East Java's unforgettable features. 
This is where you can start your adventure 
to the stunning electric blue flame of Ijen 
Crater, conquer the impressive Mount 
Raungor tackle the legendary surfer's 7 
rolls of waves at G-Land.

So what else can you do here? Read 
below for an outline of all the things to do 
in Banyuwangi.

1 | Explore Beaches

Fun in the sun is never overrated and 
Banyuwangi is the place that offers some 
of the most fun in the sun you could ever 
look for in Java or Bali. The best part? Most 
of the beaches in and near this region are 
still clean and untouched making them the 
perfect place for a secluded escapade.

Diving, snorkeling and tanning are just a 
few of the typical activities to do in one of 
Banyuwangi's beaches that contain some 
of the most amazing underwater biota. 
However, the region's coast offers so 
much more.

Some of the region's best sunny escapes 
are Tabuhan Island, an ideal spot for kite-
boarding; the captivating Pulau Merah (Red 
Island) beach with its reddish sand and soil, 

ideal for surfers who want to practice tub-
ing; the enchanting Grajagan beach with its 
black sand and traditional fishermen ready 
to take you on a traditional fishing journey, 
also perfect for surfers who want to ride 
the waves; and the legendary Plengkung 
beach, or G-Land, famous for its 7 rolls of 
waves that can reach up to 6 meters high, 
a true challenge for professional surfers 
across the globe.

2 | Conquer Volcanoes

Banyuwangi is also home to some of 
Indonesia's most incredible volcanoes and 
craters. One of the most massive volca-
noes in this area is Mount Raung, which 
stands 3,282 meters above sea level. One 
of the paths for hiking to the top of Mount 
Raung is considered to be one of the most 
extreme mountain climbs in Indonesia. 
This is perfect for daredevils who want to 
test their wits and stamina against nature. 
The trip would, of course, be totally worth it 
once you get to the top.

But do you know why most people flock 
to this stratovolcano complex? To get a 
glimpse of the dazzling electric blue flame 
located at Kawah Ijen, or the Ijen Crater. 
This mesmerizing spectacle can often be 
seen streaming down the mountain at 
night. The blue fire is actually light from the 
combustion of sulfuric gases that emerge 
from cracks in the volcano at high pressure 
and temperature. When they come in con-
tact with the air, they ignite, sending flames 
up to 5 meters high.

Do you have the audacity to conquer 

some of the most deadly yet exciting volca-
noes located in the world's Ring of Fire?

3 | Attend Festivals

 Banyuwangi Festival 2016 is an annual 
year-long festival held by the Banyuwangi 
regency administration. This event is com-
prised of tens of festivals and events held 
throughout the year. This year, the festival 
kicked off in March 2016.

Events under this festival are an intrigu-
ing mix of cultural, traditional and modern 
events, such as the Ijen Summer Jazz 
Banana music festival, Kite and Wind Surf-
ing competition and many other traditional 
festivals or celebrations. If you want a more 
cultural experience, come to the regency's 
Kuwung Festival (Rainbow Festival) held at 
the end of each year that promotes Banyu-
wangi's true art and culture. For a more 
modern experience, come to the Ijen Sum-
mer Jazz Banana music festival in October 
to enjoy the soothing and funky sounds of 
local and internationally renowned musi-
cians.

4 | Enter the Wild

Indonesia is home to some of the best 
nature has to offer. Amazing wildlife, allur-
ing flora and lush forests that seem to have 
manifested from the fantasies of classic 
fairy tales.

One place you could venture is the Bal-
uran National Park, also known as Africa 
Van Java or Little Africa in Java. The park 
has many fascinating sites, such as the lush 
Evergreen Forest, historical Goa Jepang 
(Japanese Cave) and coral-rich Bama 
beach. The park is also home to some 444 
types of flora and over 200 types of fauna.

Another wilderventure you could take is 
a trip to the mystical Alas Purwo Na-
tional Park. This park is home to some of 
Indonesia's rare and endangered species. 
However, this park is more than a mere 
natural reserve. In the Javanese language, 
Alas Purwo literally means “Ancient Forest 
or The Premordial Forest”. According to 
the local legend, Alas Purwo was the site 
where the earth first emerged from the 
ocean. Many seeking spiritual enlighten-
ment and mystics flock here during the 
month of Suro, the Javanese New Year.

So, these are just a few things to do 
when in Banyuwangi. Have fun on your 
journey and as the entrance to Alas Purwo 
says, “Leave nothing but footprints, Take 
nothing but pictures.”
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East  Java is one of the best tourists 
destination in Indonesia because 
it has many exotic and beautiful 

tourist attractions. As one of tourist 
destinations in East Java, Pacitan is known 
as the city of one thousand cave and the 
hometown of the former president of 
Indonesia, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. 
Pacitan region offers several unique and 
interesting places to visit. One of them is 
the new tourist destination, Klayar beach 
that is 40 Kilometers west of Pacitan 
city. This beach is famous of its own 
uniqueness where there are two natural 
phenomena occured like two beaches 

in one location and a small hole in the 
rock  called The Ocean Flute because the 
hole not only emits water that can reach 
a height of 10 meters but also makes a 
sound like the sound of a flute. We can 
find this bursts on one of the reefs at 9 
am and at 4 pm. This bursts comes from 
the waves that enter the reef and presses 
out. Klayar beach is known for its big 
waves.

Klayar Beach has a beautiful  natural 
condition that you can find a stretch of 
white sand and clear sea water. This beach 
also surrounded by the reefs  towering as 
high as the coconut tree on the beach and 

make it perfect place to enjoy the sunset 
from the top of the reefs. Above the reef 
is what photographers always look for 
because they have a broad perspective to 
captura every corner of Klayar beach.

While enjoying a beautiful beach, you 
can try several facilities at this unique 
beach like culinary place that provides a 
variety of typical East Java snacks, large 
parking area , clean public toilets and 
plenty of lodging available. For tourists it 
is recommended to bring a motorcycle or 
car because there are no public transpor-
tation provided.

THE ENCHANTMENT OF KLAYAR
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In the highlands of Makassar, capital 
of South Sulawesi, some 90 km from 
the  city center, lies the cool mountain 

resort of Malino, a 3.5 hours’ drive to 
get to. A colonial heritage site that offers 
magnificent mountain panorama,  villas 
were already built here during  Dutch 
colonial times constructed for recreational 
purposes. Located at 1,050 meters above 
sea level, the breeze here is fresh and cool, 
while the temperature ranges between 
10-26 degrees Centigrade. Next to the 
gorgeous pine forest,  there are nearby 
waterfalls such as the Air Terjun Seribu 
Tangga or the thousand stairs waterfall, and 
the Takapala Waterfall.  And to further add 
to your adventure you will look down on 
swathes of tea plantations, blue valleys, but 

also World War II Japanese bunkers.
Malino is situated in the Tinggimon-

cong District in the Gowa regency. Here, 
wayside vendors sell edelweiss flowers as 
well as beautiful orchids, since  Malino is 
known as the Flower city of  South Sulawe-
si. Entrance fee to the Malino Highlands in 
the special tourist area is Rp. 25,000 for 
children and Rp 50,000 for adults. But if 
you wish to  spend time at the Pine forest 
only,  you will only need to pay about Rp 
3,000 per person, with additional charge 
for recreational rides in the forest.

Stop for yummy charcoal grilled corn to 
give you the carbo you need to start your 
journey. After enjoying a leisurely walk and 
shooting countless of photos in the forest,  
sit and relax and take a hot cup of the fin-

est green tea at the Malino Highland café 
that overlooks tea plantations backed by 
grand mountain scenery. You should also 
try the special Marquisa or passion fruit 
syrup drink, the sticky rice dodol and  the 
tenteng Malino crunchies that are some 
popular local products for tourist to enjoy 
and take home.

How to get here 

The pine forest is located along Jalan 
Poros, Malino. It is advised to rent a car 
with driver from Makasar, since it is quite 
a long journey up, through some winding 
road, but your journey will be enhanced 
by stunning views and interesting spots to 
enjoy.

The cool Malino Highlands of 
Makassar in South Sulawesi
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Gili Kedis is one of the tourist 
attractions that you can find in 
West Lombok, Sekotong Tengah, 

at Lombok Regency. Gili Kedis is one of 
the popular beautiful islands offering an 
unforgettable experience. Gili Kedis is a 
tiny island not like Gili Trawangan or Gili 
Air, but beautiful and attractive. Many 
tourists come to this gili because of the 
impressive travel experience. The name 
Kedis comes from the Sasak language 
which means sparrow and it is suitable 
name for this tiny island, but some people 
call it Romantic Island or Honeymoon 
Island because many couples come to 
enjoy the honey moon on this island. 

Gili Kedis have calm and natural beach 
atmosphere. It suroundded by clean white 
sandy beaches that look shimmering when 
reflecting sunlight. The crystal sea water 

makes the underwater scenery amazing. 
You can find various type of coral reefs, 
various type of fish with stunning colours, 
starfish, and various kinds of marine biota 
easily. Some interesting activities can be 
done to enjoy Gili Kendis. You just have to 
choose whether to walk leisurely along the 
beach to enjoy the natural panorama or just 
sit back and enjoy the breeze and the cool 
air on the beach or swimming in the calm 
sea without currents nor waves because 
Gili Kedis are protected by Sekotong bay, 
or  you can rent diving equipment around 
gili to dive and discover the beauty of the 
underwater world.

The route to Gili Kedis is taken from the 
capital city of Lombok Province,Mataram 
to the port of Sekotong, which is 40 
kilometers away or about 50 to 60 minutes 
of driving. The road conditions are good 

and safe to go through. After arriving at 
Sekotong port, the trip will be continued  
by using motor boats transportation owned 
by local fisherment for rent. The trip of the 
sea to Gili Kendis takes around 20 minutes 
and it will not make you bored because 
you will enjoy the beautiful scenery and the 
blue of the clear sea water.

Travelling to the Honeymoon Island,  

Gili Kedis
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Who does not know Jogyakarta? 
It is the  center of cultural and 
spiritual hub of Java and the 

main tourist destination after Bali. Beside 
its culture, Jogyakarta is famous for its 
natural panorama. Jogyakarta tourism 
always improving and developing at any 
time without leaving its customs. One more 
natural tourist destination in Jogyakarta is 
Kalibiru Village, located in Manoreh Hills 
area,Kulonprogo, West of Jogyakarta. It 
took 45 Kilometers or 1 to 1.5 hour from 
the center of  Jogyakarta by vehicle.

 This village is famous for its beautiful 
natural scenery. Streching 450 meters 
above sea level, you will be spoiled by the 
vast natural landscape and views of Mount 
Merapi, the Indian Ocean to the Sermo 
Reservoir. All of this beautiful scenery can 
be enjoyed from the view tower, one of 
several spots which rests on a pine tree. 
You are presented with the beauty of the 
sunrise in the morning and a charming 
sunset in the evening. This viewing tower  
is very popular for taking photos or selfies 
for tourists. The other spots are stage spot, 

round spot and love spot that is very popu-
lar for couples.

Not only the viewing tower, Kalibiru also 
offers other tourists attractions such as  
Flying Fox, Kalibiru’s High Rope, Wooden 
Bridge, Spider Web, and climbing  to 
challenge your adrenaline and must be 
tried when visiting this place. Beside those 
outbond games, Kalibiru also presents  
quite challenging trekking routes along the 
Manoreh hills with variation distances from 
3 to 7 Kilometers.

This tourist village is managed  by vil-
lagers to improve welfare and preserve 
the nature and culture of Jogyakarta.They  
provides several facilities such as food 
stalls that sell various traditional food and 
baverages, clean bathrooms and toilets, 
camping ground and a large parking area. 
Also available accomodations such as cot-
tages around village area.

 If you intend to spend your holiday in 
this tourist village, you should make a res-
ervation first so you don’t run out of room. 

KALIBIRU  VILLAGE TOURISM
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Danau Biru (Blue Lake), 
A Breeze of Alluring Nature
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The gurgling sound of the stream run-
ning over rocks, accompanied by the chirp-
ing sounds of birds and the breeze of fresh 
air, all lend that special sense of serenity 
that awaits the visitor to Danau Biru; “The 
Blue Lake”. Located by the Walasiho Village, 
Wawo District, North Kolaka Regency, 
Southeast Sulawesi, the lake lies on the 
border between the regencies of North 
Kolaka and Kolaka.The bright blue color of 
the lake will definitely tempt anyone to just 
dive in and submerge oneself in its refresh-
ing water.

Danau Biru is surrounded by high rocky 
hills, along with the rows of trees, that 
together provide shelter from the scorch-
ing sun. About 80 meters from the lake is 
a white sand beach that stretches for 2 km. 
The water from the lake runs over rocks 

and over the beach before it reaches the 
open sea. There are a number of shower 
rooms to clean up and a gazebo facing the 
sea provided for tourists.

The lake is also home to various fish 
such as groupers and rabbitfish. According 
to local myth, if anyone catches fish from 
the lake and consumes it, then he or she 
will meet with misfortune. Although it may 
just be superstition, yet the essence of this 
myth is that preserving the natural ecosys-
tem of the area is most important.

Get There

The distance form Kendari, capital of 
Southeast Sulawesi to Danau Biru in North 
Kolaka Regency is approximately 320 km. 

If you want to take the overland route, you 
must first reach Kolaka Regency by the 
Kendari-Makasar route which is normally 
served  by public buses. The buses trip will 
take about 3-4 hours.

From Kolaka you can go straight to Da-
nau Biru in Wawo district in  about 3 hours’ 
drive. One of the transportation services 
available in Kolaka is the Mitra Utama Taxi. 
From Makassar, you can take the flights 
from the Hasanudin International Airport 
to the Sangia Nibandera Airport in Kolaka. 
The route is served by Wings Air. If you 
wish to take the sea route, there are also 
ships from the port of Makassar to Bajo 
Port in Bone Regency. The trip will take 
about 3 hours. From Bajo Port you can 
continue to Kolaka Port with a ferry which 
will take approximately 8 hours.
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Very popular for family and corporate 
gatherings, this forest provides 
recreational packages to suit your 

needs well. From camping, forest trekking 
to  pre-wedding photos and villas to spend 
a wonderful time in the shades of the trees. 
Completed with a few restaurants with each 
specific capacity and unique atmosphere, 
this place will surely also meet your culinary 
explorations.

Outbound packages for team building 
and outdoor adventures are available with 

various games to choose from, such as fly-
ing fox, paint balls and challenging ATV’s. 
You should definitely try to stay the night 
in one of the accommodation facilities 
provided here, whether it be the tent, the 
wooden cottages or the hotel, each with 
their own advantages. Due to a heavy traf-
fic especially during weekends, it is advised 
to come up here very early in the morning, 
and perchance catch a beautiful sunrise 
peeking between the trees.

How to get here:

The address of Cikole forest is on jalan 
Raya Tangkuban Perahu Km 8, Cikole vil-
lage, Lembang, west Bandung. So drive via 
Jl. Baranang Siang to Jl. Ahmad Yani, and 
then follow through via Jl. Pasirkaliki, Jl. Su-
kajadi, Jl. Setiabudhi and Jl. Raya Lembang 
to finally reach Jl. Tangkuban Perahu.

The Cikole Forest at Lembang 
near Bandung, West Java
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Looking for a tranquil spot to clear your 
mind and refresh your body amidst 
fresh mountain air, cool breeze and 

natural surroundings? Kayu Aro may be the 
ideal spot. Stroll through the vast expanses 
of tea, or even help the workers pick the 
shoots that are ready to be processed. The 
factories that were built during the creation 
of the plantation have not changed much 
since 1925, nor has much of the entire 
management process. Observe the entire 
procedure followed in the production of 
the tea.

For lovers of the great outdoors, several 
other points of interest are located nearby, 
such as Mount Kerinci, Lake Kerinci, and 
the Kerinci Seblat National Park. Getting to 
Kayu Aro Tea Plantation follows the same 
route as the path to Mount Kerinci in the 
direction of Sungai Penuh. The two closest 

airports to Sungai Penuh, capital city of 
Kerinci District, are Jambi and Padang. Get-
ting to Sungai Penuh from Jambi city takes 
about 10 hours by car over a distance of 
approximately 500 KM. This can be done 
using public transportation or rental car. 
Jambi airport serves just Jakarta and Batam.

The alternative route through Padang is 
much faster, at a total distance of under 
300 KM. Sungai Penuh can be reached 
via public transport, car rental or private 
car, and should take between 5-6 hours. 
Minangkabau International Airport in 
Padang serves Jakarta, Medan, Pekanbaru, 
Batam and Kuala Lumpur.

Get There

Getting to Kayu Aro Tea Plantation fol-

lows the same route as the path to Mount 
Kerinci in the direction of Sungai Penuh. 
The two closest airports to Sungai Penuh, 
capital city of Kerinci District, are Jambi 
and Padang. Getting to Sungai Penuh from 
Jambi city takes about 10 hours by car over 
a distance of approximately 500 KM. This 
can be done using public transportation or 
rental car. Jambi airport serves just Jakarta 
and Batam.

The alternative route through Padang is 
much faster, at a total distance of under 
300 KM. Sungai Penuh can be reached 
via public transport, car rental or private 
car, and should take between 5-6 hours. 
Minangkabau International Airport in 
Padang serves Jakarta, Medan, Pekanbaru, 
Batam and Kuala Lumpur. Kayu Aro is 
about an hour’s drive from Sungai Penuh.

Kayu Aro Tea Plantation of Jambi
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The Enchanting Arborek Tourism 
Village of Raja Ampat
The village of Arborek is fast rising 

as a pioneer among the 18 beautiful 
villages in West Papua that have 

embarked on developing local regulations 
for community-based marine conservation, 
With recently claiming the 1st spot in 
2015 Provincial village Competition for 
West Papua ,the village of Arborek has 
gained an outstanding reputation among 
both the local authority and international 
community. With the assistance of the 
national and local government, from 
research centers, and non-government 
organizations, the local people have 
succeeded in formulating local regulations.

With a population of only 197, interac-
tion with locals is a stones throw away from 
a number of Homestay options available 
on this island. Finding underwater beauty 
is not so difficult here. Along the Arborek 
pier, divers can simply plunge into the 
water and instantly find a most intriguing 
illumination of the glittering of a gorgonian 
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fan just below the surface. People in Ar-
borek are hospitable and very industrious, 
creating exceptional handicrafts from sea 
pandan leaves to make the most of their 
time each day. Arborek is fascinating both 
underwater and in the village.

Known as the Arborek Tourism Village, 
the community is known for its handicraft 
in making hats and noken (string bags). 
Unlike most women in other villages who 
also give a hand to their husbands as 
fishermen, nearly all mothers in this village 
produce handicrafts for a living. Although 
they are convinced that catching lobsters 
and work in pearl agro-production are 
much more profitable, yet they feel that 
handicraft is more distinguished and more 
graceful work for women. This is a village 
worth visiting. Only one and half hours 
from Waisai, Raja Ampat’s capital, the 
village of Arborek is awaiting visitors from 
around the world.

Get Around

This tourism village is not too extensive 
in terms of size. The land covers around 
a 7-hectare area, so that it will not take 
much time and energy to travel around the 
village. There are around 40 families living 
in the village. Should you stay in the village, 
walking is probably to only means to be 
familiar with your holiday destination.

For snorkeling, you don’t need to travel 
far because you can find interesting un-
derwater world even by the Arborek pier. 
Walking down the village trails will give you 
the very opportunity you will not want to 
miss, as people and especially children will 
warmly greet and get acquainted with you. 
For diving, it will take about 15-20 minutes 
by motorized boat to the dive spots.

Get There

The Arborek Tourism Village is located in 
MeosMansar in the district of Raja Ampat, 
West Papua. To reach this location, it is 
easier to start your journey from Sorong. 
There are several flights that you can take 
from Jakarta, Bali or Makasar to Sorong.

For sea transportation, ships calling on 
the Port of Sorong are the Dorolonda, the 
Labobar, GunungDempo, Sinabung, and 
Tatamailau. From Sorong, you can take a 
motorboat from the Sorong Fishery Port 
to Waisai, capital city of the Raja Ampat 
district.

There is a boat from Sorong to Waisai. 
From Waisai, you can continue your less-
than-two-hour journey by using a rented 
longboat. The longboat can be arranged via 
homestay or the local dive shop.
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If you are craving for a true taste of the 
tourist island of Batam, you should take a 
bite of the sweet Bingka Bakar, a simple 

cake with a distinct Riau Malay taste. Bingka 
(or also known as Bika) is a typical sweet 
cake of the Malay ethnic group which is 
also familiar on the island of Sumatra and 
other Malay dominated regions. What 
makes Bingka Bakar of Batam different from 
other Bingka (such as the more familiar 
Bika Ambon of Medan, North Sumatra) is 
that it is baked rather than steamed, hence 
the name Bingka Bakar (Bakar in Bahasa 
Indonesia means barbequed or grilled).

Basically, Bingka Bakar is made of 
flour, eggs, coconut milk, sugar, and salt, 
which is uniquely shaped into a blooming 
flower. Although the original flavor uses 

Pandan Leaves, nowadays Bingka Bakar 
also features other flavors such as cheese, 
chocolate, strawberry, mocha, sesame, 
corn, durian, peanuts and others. With a soft 
and tender texture and reasonably sweet (no 
too overwhelming) taste, Bingka Bakar is a 
perfect companion for your morning coffee 
or afternoon tea.

Bingka Bakar is said to have initially 
been a royal treat for Malay Sultans and 
was served only at special ceremonies or 
to honor distinguished guests. The distinct 
taste of Bingka Bakar was said to have been 
familiar only among royalty and stayed 
within the palace walls. However, over time 
the recipes of the special cake also spread 
among the common people and was widely 
developed as a popular dessert. Although 

it evolved into a modern cake featuring 
popular flavors, the distinct blooming flower 
shape is preserved from ancient times.

In Batam today, Bingka Bakar is almost 
synonym with the brand Nay@dam. You can 
find Bingka Bakar Nay@dam in many shops 
all across the island and at Batam’s Hang 
Nadim International Airport. Nay@dam was 
founded by Wisnu Wardhana who success-
fully transformed the traditional cake into a 
popular snack and one of the most favorite 
souvenirs of the island. 

You can found Bingka Bakar Nay@dam in 
Outlet Ruko Puri Legenda, Blok D1 No 03, 
Batam Centre. Phone:  +62 778 809 6179, 
+62 778 731 5376; Fax:  +62 778 809 
6174; Website: www.nayadam.com

Bingka Bakar, 
Exotic Delicacy of Batam
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Covering a sprawling 300 hectares 
and more, fringed by a swathe of 
white sand beaches brushed by the 

South China Sea, the Nirwana Gardens 
in the north-west coast of the island of 
Bintan appears to have it altogether for 
the perfect holiday or the most romantic 
honeymoon.

This all-inclusive and self-contained 
upmarket Resort offers beach activities, 
fun, natural forests, rest and recreation 
for the whole family. Nirwana Gardens 
is also where the annual Tour de Bintan 
has its Headquarters, where participants 
race across tracks within and from these 
extensive premises.

Approaching the main entrance of this 
resort hotel you will be welcomed by - 
surprisingly - huge statues of elephants. 
Elephants in Bintan? Well, yes. Though 
these pachyderms  no longer roam free 
in the wild, but here in Nirwana Gardens  
you can,  not only admire their life-size 
bronze statues, but you can also feed and  
ride on real living Sumatran elephants: 
such is the diversity and the fun presented 
by this resort for its guests.   From activi-
ties at sea, outbound nature explorations 
and adventures, to playing Golf, -  profes-
sional or otherwise- ; swim in the sea or in 

the swimming pool that comes complete 
with pool bar; go biking or trekking,  just  
name it, they have it

And, to pamper your tastebuds are 
secluded Japanese and Thai restaurants, 
while the coffee shop serves Indonesian 
and International popular dishes. In the 
evening enjoy sumptuous Chinese style 
seafood in the “Kelong” restaurant that 
juts into the sea. Be accompanied by the 
soft lapping of waves, while you watch the 
twinkling of lights in the distance.  And at 
the end of an exhausting day, relax with 
your favorite drink and music at the Ca-
lypso Floating Bar by the sea, or indulge in 
a soothing body massage at the Andindya 
Spa. All these are readily available for 
guests in the Nirwana Gardens own site.

Although Bintan receives plenty of 
tourists, you will not feel hemmed in since 
crowds will seem to quickly disappear 
among this wide expanse of land. 

Nonetheless, for those looking for a 
facility to accommodate office meetings 
far away from disturbing phone calls, 
Nirwana Gardens also offers convention 
facilities in rooms for small groups of 20, 
to larger meetings for 2,400 guests at the 
Plaza. The Plaza is also popular for wed-
ding receptions.   

Get There

With its new modern airport at Tanjung 
Pinang, Bintan is now easily accessible by air 
from Jakarta. Garuda Indonesia flies Boeing 
737-500 aircrafts daily between Jakarta and 
Tanjung Pinang; while Lion Air and Sriwijaya 
Air serve the route several times a day.

From the Raja Haji Fisabilillah (RHF) 
Airport it takes between 45 minutes to one 
hour to reach Nirwana Gardens that used 
to take over two hours via the old road. The 
new road is wide and smooth. Although 
there are taxis available at the airport it is 
best to ask the hotel to also provide transfer 
services. 

The majority of tourists enter through 
Bintan’s Bandar Bentan Telani Ferry Terminal 
(BBTFT) in the north of the island, arriving 
by ferry from Batam or Singapore. There are 
several ferries a day from Singapore, the 
first leaves at 09.10 am and the last ferry 
at 20.00 hrs on weekdays. On weekends 
and public holidays there are 7 departures 
starting at 08.10 hrs Singapore Time. The 
ferry leaves from Singapore’s Tanah Merah 
Ferry Terminal (TMFT) and reaches Bandar 
Bentan Telani (BBT) ferry terminal in around 
45 minutes. Then from here to Nirwana 
Gardens takes around 10 minutes.

Nirwana Gardens, A Perfect Place 
for Your Romantic Honeymoon
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Located east of Bintan Island in 
the Riau Archipelago, is a long 
stretch of white beach, scattered 

with picturesque huge boulders, called 
Trikora Beach. This is the popular seaside 
playground for locals but also for those 
coming from Singapore and Malaysia.

From here, not far out to sea you will 
see rows of “kelongs” or fish traps, houses 
on boats, under which fishermen hang out 
their nets to catch small fry, or ikan bilis, 
for which Bintan is so well known. But from 
the beach are now also built boardwalks 
with kelongs attached on either side, which 
are rented out to tourists. These are usually 
filled with avid anglers from Singapore and 

Malaysia to set out to sea at night or before 
the crack of dawn in order to catch the 
larger fish.

It was also along this stretch of beach 
that last 25 October 2014, festivities were 
held to welcome the Sail Bintan par-
ticipants in the annual 3-months long Sail 
Indonesia Yacht Rally across the Indonesian 
seas, visiting the archipelago’s many di-
verse islands. Sail Indonesia was flagged off 
in Darwin, Australia, at the end of July, and 
Bintan the last port of call before partici-
pants leave Indonesian waters. Yachtsmen 
were warmly welcomed by the people led 
by the Regent of Bintan himself, with song 
and dance and cultural performances.

Get There

It takes about 45 minutes to reach 
Trikora Beach by car from the city of Tan-
jung Pinang, and around half an hour from 
your hotel at Bintan Resorts. But distance-
wise, these are quite wide apart so that you 
should travel by car or tour coach. In fact, 
Trikora is usually included in a day tour of 
the island of Bintan that covers Trikora, 
Tanjung Pinang city and the historic island 
of Penyengat that faces the city. So that 
for sightseeing, Bintan highlights can be 
explored within a one full day package tour.

Trikora Beach
Bintan’s Popular Beach, 
Great Fishing and Diving 
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The island of Bintan in the Riau 
Islands Province never ceases to 
amaze visitors with its enchanting 

natural landscape. The smooth roads on 
this island, accompanied by spectacular 
sceneries are ready to take you to some 
of the amazing splendors beyond your 
imagination. One of these roads will lead 
you to a secluded small island off the coast 
of Bintan: Nikoi Island, a tropical paradise 
in South China Sea.

Located less than 85km from Singapore, 
Nikoi is a 15 hectare exclusive island 8km 
off the east coast of Bintan. To reach the 
island, one must take a fast boat from the 
Kawal Pier at the Agro Beach Resort Bintan 
or a Ferry from Tanah Merah Ferry Port in 
Singapore.

Long regarded as one of the most 
stunning islands on this relatively unspoilt 
coast, Nikoi is fortunate to have retained 
its pristine condition. It is ringed with white 
sandy beaches and coral reefs of spectacu-
lar color and diversity and has a coastline 
studded with granite boulders that seem-
ingly defy gravity. Rising to a height of 
30m, the island also boasts a rain forest 
where giant trees, including native Banyan 
trees, provide a sanctuary to a diverse 

population of local birds.
The island is managed by a small group 

of expatriates who have lived in Asia for 
most of their working lives and share a 
passion for the outdoors, nature, food and 
wine. The name Nikoi is a local variation of 
the Chinese Hokkein word for papaya (paw 
paw) – a fruit that was originally grown on 
the island.

Today the island resort features beach 
houses that reflect both traditional Indone-
sian architecture and contemporary form.  
Using driftwood and ‘alang alang’ grass 
roofing to blend into the environment, 
each beach house incorporates a modern 
ensuite bathroom.  Thus, provides a “simple 
barefoot luxury” in a superb setting.

A spectacular pool has also been built in 
amongst the granite boulders on the north-
eastern side of the island and provides a 
destination within a destination.  Set high 
above the sea it overlooks one of the 
prettiest beaches on Nikoi and provides an 
uninterrupted view over the South China 
Sea.  There is also an adjacent wading pool 
for young children and a bar.

The ability to hire out the entire island 
for groups of up to 60 is also attractive for 
corporate groups wanting to focus on team 

building or smaller style conferences. The 
island has also become popular for groups 
of friends celebrating milestone birthdays 
and other occasions. In May 2007 Nikoi 
was opened to the public and has fast 
become a popular destination for Singa-
pore expatriates and visitors from further 
afield. Many of these guests have already 
returned for their second, third and fourth 
visits.

Nikoi Island is fully booked on weekend 
months in advance. With weekday book-
ings filling up fast it appears the secret of 
Nikoi is well and truly out.

Get There

There are a number of airlines that serve 
daily flights between Jakarta-Tanjung Pinang 
on Bintan Island, capital of Riau Islands 
Province. From Tanjung Pinang you can 
rent a car to go to Kawal Pier which takes 
about a half hour’sr drive. The boat ride 
from Kawal Port to Nikoi Island will take 
approximately 30 minutes. It is better to 
contact the management of Nikoi Island to 
arrange your transport from Singapore or 
Bintan to Nikoi Island.

Nikoi Island 
Tropical Paradise in the South China Sea 
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Located south west of the extensive 
Bintan Resorts tourism area, just at 
its very border, are pristine mangrove 

forests bisected by the meandering, clear 
river of Sungei Sebung. This 6.8 km long 
river has its source in the hillside lakes 
whose waters are collected from the rains 
and not from the ground as spring water. 
The mangrove forests that once used to be 
cut down by the locals to obtain wood for 
charcoal and building materials have now 
been left alone to return to their original 
state ever since tourism now promises a 
better future through the preservation of 
the forests and river: precisely the natural 
environment that tourists seek and love. 

And so today, visitors can take a boat 
ride almost right to the source of the river, 
and experience a thrilling trip into the world 
of tropical mangroves: watch monkeys, 
kingfishers, otters, tree snakes and even 
thousands of fireflies create glowing lights 
at night, sparkling up the bushes like 
Christmas trees. At the same time visitors 
assist in preserving this precious pristine 
environment from destruction.

In 2003 the Bintan Mangrove Discovery 
Tours was awarded the PATA (Pacific Asia 
Travel Association) Gold Award for Eco-
tourism/Travel Related Project.

Mangroves protect coasts 
from Tsunamis

Mangroves are very hardy and functional 
plants. Living as they do from seawater 
to fresh water and brackish or partially 
salt water in between, their strong roots 
create a natural water treatment system 
efficiently absorbing nutrients from the 
water. Experts estimate that one hectare of 
mangrove forest does the work equivalent 
to a mechanical water treatment plant 
worth USid=”mce_marker”23,000.  Their 
roots also absorb nutrients from the water 
and create a nursery for reef fishes and 
prawns. At the same time mangroves are 
known to protect the coast from destruc-
tive tsunamis. The incoming and outgoing 
tides at Sungei Sebung clean the river from 
trash and dead leaves, creating a healthy 
and clear water ecosystem.

Sungei Sebung has four kinds of Man-
groves. These are the pencil roots Avicen-
nia, mostly found at sandy shores that have 
pencil-like breathing roots and small yellow 
flowers. This type has the largest tolerance 
for saltwater. Then there are the stilt roots 
Rhizophora. The stilt roots allow free flow 
of the tides by hovering above the ground 
while still providing coastal protection. 

While the knee roots Bruguiera are found 
in areas with a mixture of salt and fresh 
water, and can grow up to 30 meters tall. 
Some have pretty red flowers. Whereas, 
the ribbon roots Xylocarpus is predomi-
nantly fresh water based. They carry fruit 
the size of a football. Wildlife that have 
made  the Sungei Sebung mangroves their 
habitat are macaque monkeys, mostly of 
the silver leaf type, that are notable for their 
black faces lined with white. There are also 
purple herons found among the mud-flats 
at low tide. You may also meet otters, moni-
tor lizards, mud skippers and a number of 
species of Kingfisher birds. Discover the 
black mangrove snake with yellow stripes 
all curled up on tree branches.

Journey into the Surreal Sebung 
River Mangrove Forests of Bintan 
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Named Asia’s Best Tropical Island by 
CNN.com in 2013 the Anambas 
islands are indeed a tropical 

paradise. Located in the South China 
Sea, the Anambas are among Indonesia’s 
northern-most border archipelagos. Facing 
the wide open ocean, the Anambas provide 
a panoramic view of blue seas and green 
islands dotted with azure lagoons. Here are 
excellent dive spots where divers will be 
amazed at the colorful underwater life, while 
on land rows of coconut trees protect the 
soft white sand beaches, where turtles have 
made the shores of the islands of Keramut 
and Mangkal their habitat.

The Anambas are administratively an 
autonomous district, part of the province of 
the Riau Archipelago, and covers an area 
of 46,667 sq.kms where its outer seas are 
nearly 90 percent crossed by foreign ves-
sels. It has only recently become a separate 
district apart from the neighbouring Natuna 
islands. In all, there are 255 islands in the 
Anambas cluster where only 26 are inhab-
ited. The district has only some 45,500 
population. 97 percent of its territory is 
sea where the largest islands are Siantan, 
Palmatak and Jemaja. Capital of the district 
of Anambas is called Tarempa and lies on 

the island of Siantan.
Admire the many lagoons here, 

especially on the islands of Pantai Selat 
Rangsang, Pulau Bawah, Pulau Rongkat and 
Pantai Pulau Penjalin, where islands emerge 
from the sea as out of nowhere. At low tide 
the islets grow together by the connecting 
sands, creating an inland sea and an outer 
sea beyond, with lagoons that are paved 
with white sand and here and there colorful 
corals. All of the islands in the Anambas 
have fine white beaches which glisten and 
become even more beautiful as the lagoons 
fill with aquamarine water through which 
one can see strange corals and schools of 
fish darting in the clear water.

Get There

If you wish to visit these islands, you 
must be sure to have plenty of time at your 
disposal since they lie quite far out in the 
South China Sea and away from most of the 
other Indonesian islands.

To reach Anambas by air  you must fly to 
Tanjung Pinang, capital of the province on 
the island of  Bintan. Garuda Indonesia, 
Lion Air and Sriwijaya Air operate daily 
flights to Tanjung Pinang from  Jakarta and 

other main cities.
From Tanjung Pinang, Nusantara Air 

Charter flies to Matak Airport in the sub-
district of Palmatak. The 48 seater aircraft 
flies daily costing Rp 1.2 million for a one 
way ticket. From Matak airport you must 
take a speedboat to Tarempa, capital of the 
Anambas district.

Alternatively, the Conoco Philip oil 
company has a Fokker 50 aircraft which 
is also made available for public use when 
there are seats open. This is  a plane used 
to transport the company’s staff and flies 
Jakarta-Batam-Matak, operating daily except 
Sundays.

From Singapore, take a ferry to Tanjung 
Pinang port. Then travel by taxi to the 
airport to catch your plane. If you wish to 
travel by boat, the MV VOC Batavia and MV 
Seven Star Island serve The Tanjungpinang-
Letung-Tarempa route vice versa, with 
tickets costing Rp 310,000 one way.

The ferry leaves Sundays, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from Tanjung 
Pinang, with return journey from Tarempa 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
There are other larger ships but these leave 
intermittently only several times a month.

The Anambas,
A Tropical Paradise with Panoramic View
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Rafting the Asahan River 
in North Sumatra Will Get 
Your Adrenaline Pumping
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When visiting Medan, capital city of 
North Sumatra, and you are looking 
for some real excitement, why not try 

Rafting down the rushing Asahan River.
Located at the center of Bandar Pulau 

subdistrict in the Asahan Regency, the Asahan 
River track is praised as one of the Best White 
Water Rafting spot in the World after the 
Zambesi River in Africa, and Colorado River in 
the US.

Asahan, one the major rivers in North 
Sumatra province, has its source in the great 
Lake Toba and offers endless excitement for 

rafting enthusiasts especially professionals.
The outstandingly fast and continuous river 

is a 22-kilometer course that will definitely give 
you endless adrenaline rush as its water debit 
can at times reach up to 120 cubic meter per 
second. With an average depth of 5 meters, 
the rafting courses are classified from Grade 4 
to 5 difficulty levels (in the scale of 1 to 6).

How to get there

The best way to get to Asahan River is by 

taking a rented car. From Medan’s Kualanamu 
Airport, it will take around 4 hours to drive 
to Kisaran City and from there, just continue 
driving to Pulau Raja village, and after pass-
ing Bandar Pulau subdistrict, you will arrive 
at Tangga village — and start your rafting 
adventure. Total trip time is around 5-6 hours. 
Please note that different operators may offer 
different routes.

Getting around

River rafting is the most challenging and 
desirable activity at Asahan River, and you 
should have your rafting adventure pre-
arranged from Medan. Bonafide adventure 
travel agencies here can do that for you. 
Kayaking, cycling and jungle trekking are 
sometimes included within the package. De-
pending on your length of stay, you may want 
to include a trip to Lake Toba.

Besides river rafting, you can also have a 
moment of joy contemplating and blending in 
under the cool breeze of the famous 250-me-
ter high Sigura-gura Waterfall.

Asahan area has several magnificent wa-
terfalls. The famous ones are Simanik-manik 
Waterfall, Simonang-monang, and Ponot.

Where to stay

The locals usually rent out their houses to 
visitors as homestays, but if you wish to stay 
in a hotel or a more convenient home stay, 
some travel agencies can arrange this for you. 
Just don’t be afraid to ask for more informa-
tion.
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Explore 
Jakarta’s 

Street 
Food

Got the munchies? Explore Jakarta's 
tongue tantalizing street food. 
As the capital of Indonesia and a 

melting pot of cultures, the Big Durian 
serves some of the most addicting food. 
These vendors aren’t hard to find as they 
are sprawled all across this city. Once you 
start munching, you just can’t stop!

Below is a list of some of 
our favorite street food!

Martabak

There are two types of Martabak, savory 
and sweet. The savory Martabak is a deep 
fried “omelette” made of either chicken or 
duck eggs.It has a crispy texture on the 
outside and vegetables and beef filling on 
the inside. One bite will leave you wanting 
more.

Meanwhile, the sweet Martabak is similar 
to a pancake. There are two types of sweet 
Martabak, thin or thick. The classic version 
is usually filled with chocolate sprinkles or 
cheese. However, nowadays sweet Mar-
tabak have evolved to all sorts of unique 
flavors, such as green tea, Toblerone, 
Ovomaltine, red velvet and many more.

Kerak Telor

Kerak Telor is the native Betawi tradi-
tional dish. It is a crispy omelette made 
from eggs and glutinous rice, cooked on 
charcoal. It is then topped with a scrump-
tious serving of crunchy fried shallots and 
shredded coconut. Yummie!

Gado-Gado

If you want a healthier option, then try 
some Gado-Gado. This is Indonesia’s 
version of salad. The dish consists of fresh 
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vegetables such as chayote, green bean, 
cabbage, corn, bean sprouts, spinach, 
baked potatoes and tofu or tempe. The 
vegetables are then drizzled with savory 
peanut sauce, and if you like it hot, you can 
add extra chilli. The mouthwatering Gado-
Gado is a favorite among vegans.

Siomay

This is probably one of the most 
popular street food in the city. From small 
traveling carts to restaurants, Siomay is 
served throughout the city in various ways. 
However, the best-tasting Siomay is usually 
the ones sold on the street. Siomay is influ-
enced by the Chinese dumpling Shu Mai. It 
is made of steamed fish (usually tenggiri or 
wahoo fish) dumpling served with steamed 
tofu, potatoes, drowned in delicious peanut 
sauce. This is a must try!

Gorengan (Fried Snacks)

This is another popular choice for 

those craving some snacks. Basically, any 
battered-and then-deep fried snacks is 
called Gorengan. Street vendors usually 
sells deep-fried tofu (with or without fill-

ings), tempe (soybean cake), cassava and 
bananas. Many locals eat this bite-sized 
food with small green chilis (cabai rawit) to 
add spiciness.
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Wayag Island, 
Home to Pristine Beaches
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Wayag Island is one of the islands 
within the Raja Ampat district 
in the province of West Papua. 

The island is known for its beautiful atolls 
and amazing underwater life covering a 
total area of 155,000 hectares, about 
383,013.3 acres. Here, you find pristine 
beaches with unique Karst islands that 
look like mushrooms sprouting out from 
the sea. Along these beaches, tourists can 
see fairy tale panorama, more captivating 
than Leonardo DiCaprio’s getaway in “The 
Beach”. The crystal clear waters around 
Wayag Island appear like unreal windows 

to various types of flora and fauna that live 
underwater.

Wayag Island never ceases to amaze. 
Divers, especially, have been overwhelmed 
not only by the rich underwater displays, 
but also by the panoramic beauty of the 
island as they climb up to its highest plat-
form and observe coves and atolls around. 
It is a dream come true, truly a dream 
fulfilled. The island is 10 km north of the 
equator. Liveaboards are the best choice 
for travelers with a love for adventure and 
romance. Social contacts with other travel-
ers will only be a call away. Dive briefings 
are enriching, so that just being there with 
other divers and the exotic looking staff, 
you will feel as if you are already drawn into 
the depths of Wayag’s surreal beauty.

 Get Around

How to get around in Wayag Island actu-
ally depends on where you are staying. So, 
plan your trip carefully and decide where 
to stay. If you choose to stay in one of the 
resorts on one of the Raja Ampat Islands, 
you will  need a boat to visit Wayag Island. 
But if you choose a liveaboard package, 
you just need to sit back and enjoy the 
breeze in your cabin and let the schooner 
pass the beautiful islands.

Liveaboard packages are a comfortable 
alternative, and you can find these boats 
in Sorong, or as far away as Bali which is 
their  marketing hub and port for busi-
nesses offering dive packages. Some of the 
liveaboards are very luxurious, and some 
are unique and quite fantastic. The facilities 
are inclusive. Many agree that liveaboards 
are indeed the best alternative considering 
time and convenience. At around US$ 300 
a day, this is actually good value for money. 
Liveaboards usually run 10 day cruises out 
of the port of Sorong, in West Papua.

It will not take a long time to travel 
around the unique beaches of Wayag 

Island. But it takes very good physical con-
dition to enjoy the beautiful panorama from 
the top of an atoll, as you must climb the 
atoll’s steep walls for about 30 minutes.

A dinghy is probably the best means to 
go island hopping in a day. It is a beautiful 
interruption between your diving, sleep-
ing and eating routine on your vacation 
in the Raja Ampat Islands. When hiring 
a speedboat as alternative, observe the 
surrounding islands and stop at the clear 
water to cool yourself after a long hour of 
the fast seafaring trip. Taking a speedboat 
is convenient as you can decide your own 
program.

Get There

Wayag Island is located in the West 
Waigeo area of the Raja Ampat Islands, 
northwest of the large island of Papua. 
Several connecting flights are needed to 
reach Papua. Then you must sail to Raja 
Ampat by boat.

First, fly to Sorong’s Domine Eduard 
Osok Airport, in West Papua. Sorong is the 
entry point and nearest city to Raja Ampat. 
There are several airlines to choose from 
Jakarta or Makassar to Sorong.

For sea transportation, ships calling on 
Port Sorong are the Dorolonda, Labo-
bar, Gunung Dempo, Sinabung, and the 
Tatamailau. Upon your arrival in Sorong, 
you can take a fast boat from the Sorong 
Fishery Port to Waisai, the capital city of 
the Raja Ampat district. The journey takes 
around two to four hours. Then from Waisai 
you must take a longboat to Wayag which 
takes some six to eight hours. Rental of 
this longboat is about Rp 6 million (about 
US$ 550) per day.

Alternatively, you can hire a speedboat 
to take you straight from Sorong to Wayag 
for a five-hour journey. This will cost about 
Rp 9 million (about US$ 750) a day.
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Misool Island, a Tropical Hideaway 
in the Raja Ampat Archipelago

Misool Island is a remote, tropical 
hideaway, one of four largest 
islands in the Raja Ampat 

archipelago, world renowned dive 
destination in the province of West Papua. 
Located off the west coast of the main 
island of Papua, directly bordering the 
Seram Sea, the waters are a veritable traffic 
lane for many large sea creatures, including 
whales.

The crystal clear turquoise sea-waters 
allow spectacular views of Misool’s sub-
surface colorful treasures even when still 
aboard your boat. The sea gardens of Raja 
Ampat hold 75 percent of all known spe-
cies of corals and ornamental fish in the 
world, and boast the highest level of marine 
biodiversity on the planet.

On land, the wild territory of Misool is 

one of the most visually breath-taking and 
captivating sites in Raja Ampat. The island 
is heavily forested, and at first sight reveals 
nothing but a thick green carpet of dense 
forests and mangrove swamps. To the east 
and west of the island, a maze of limestone 
pinnacles jut sharply out of the blue sea, 
carved and eroded by the waves and car-
peted luxuriantly in vegetation.

The rare beaches on Misool are pure 
white sand, fringed with coconut trees lead-
ing out to the stunningly turquoise waters. 
Aside from the enchanting panoramic 
scenery and wealth of marine life, Misool 
is also home to ancient cultural sites. A 
number of petroglyphs can be found on 
walls of caves throughout the island, dating 
back approximately 5,000 years.

 Get There

To get to Misool Island, first fly to Sorong 
Airport in West Papua, Indonesia. This is a 
domestic airport with available flights from 
Jakarta, Makassar, Surabaya, Manado, 
Ambon. From Sorong, a private speedboat 
will take you to the Resort. Boats depart 
on a pre-arranged schedule by the resort, 
usually at 7:30 am on alternating Sunday 
mornings.

The trip takes between 4-5 hours but 
will seem like no time at all as you journey 
through some of the most mesmerizing 
sceneries you have ever seen or ever will 
see. Transfer fees from Sorong to Misool 
are included in the resort’s package price.
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Kofiau Island, 
World's Coral Diversity
Kofiau Island is the smaller and least 

visited amongst the major islands 
in Raja Ampat, the world’s coral 

diversity bull’s eye. This island is comprised 
primarily of raised coral limestone and 
some volcanic hills covered in low lush 
rainforest, all offering a wealth of nature 
& beautiful scenery. If you ever wanted to 
go where few others have been, head this 
way.

Swimming and sunbathing on the 
beaches, snorkeling, diving and underwater 
photography in marine-rich coral reefs. 
Take care not to damage the coral any-

where in these areas which are more likely 
no-take zones. Exploration by dingy, shore 
hiking, beachcombing.

Take an adventurous hike to an inland 
lake opposite Deer Village. Hopefully if 
you’re lucky, somewhere along the way 
you may witness the dance of the dazzling 
red bird of paradise, or glimpse a slither-
ing Kofiau Green-tree python, or catch 
the flapping of passing hornbills, or hear 
shrieks of the crested cockatoo. To the 
southwest of Kofiau Proper lie a group of 
flat sandy islands, including Walo where a 
couple of recognized dive spots await your 

exploration. There may even be more.

 Get There

It takes six hours by flight from Jakarta, 
the capital city of Indonesia to Sorong 
in North West Papua. You may also fly to 
Sorong from Bali. At Sorong, join a tour by 
pinisi boat from there to Kofiau, or charter 
a boat or yacht from the Papua Diving 
Resort. Scheduled trips with full service 
(most on live-aboards) are organized for 
visiting the area.
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 2020

East Nusa Tenggara Tourism Promotion Board
Kantor Gubernur NTT - Sasando Building, 2nd Floor

Jl. Eltari 52, #003 Phone: +628123811616
Kupang - NTT - Indonesia


